Sacrament of BaptismPRIVATE 

Words of Interpretation
Hear the words of Jesus: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.

Hear also these words from Holy Scripture: For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek.  There is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Obeying the word of our Lord Jesus, and confident of his promises, we baptize those whom God has called. In baptism God claims us and puts a sign on us to show that we belong to God.  God frees us from sin and death, uniting us with Jesus Christ in his death and resurrection.  By water and the Holy Spirit, we are made members of the church, the body of Christ, and joined to Christ's ministry of love, peace, and justice.

Presentation by Session
Who presents this child for baptism?

(Elder) On behalf of the Session, I present                         , child of                          , to receive the sacrament of baptism.
Presentation by Parents
Friends, in presenting your child for baptism, I ask that you answer the following questions,

1. Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world? (I do.)

2. Do you reaffirm your faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord? (I do.)

3. Do you desire your child to be baptized in the name of the Triune God?  (I do.)

4. Do you recognize your child's need of salvation and claim God's covenant promises on her/his behalf? (I do.)

5. Do you promise to seek to live the Christian faith and teach that faith to your child, and to surround her/him with a love that gives security and freedom?  (I do.)

Presentation by Congregation
(Elder) Would the congregation please stand.
This sacrament lays solemn obligations upon us, the people of God.  Do we the members of the Church of Jesus Christ welcome                        , and will we seek to provide her/him and all the children of the church with the means of Christian nurture and growth?  If so, please say, "We do." (We do.)

You may be seated.
(Pastor) To the children gathered here, I ask you these questions:
Do you promise to be a friend to             ?  If he/she needs direction, will you show her/him the way?  If he/she falls down, will you pick him/her up?  Will you play with              and share with him/her the stories of Jesus?  Is so, say, "We do."  (We do.)

Thanksgiving Over the Water
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O holy and gracious God, for in the beginning your creative Spirit moved over the water.  By the gift of water, you sustain life.  In the time of Noah, you used the water of the flood to destroy evil.  You led Israel out of slavery through the water.  In the water of Jordan, our Lord was baptized by John.  And in this water of baptism, we are buried with Christ in his death, so that from it we are raised to share in his resurrection.  Bless this water, we pray, that is may be a fountain of deliverance and rebirth.  Grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,             may rise with Christ into newness of life, and have the power to do your will, remaining forever in the number of your chosen people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Baptism
            , child of the covenant, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  And may the blessings of God Almighty descend upon you and dwell in your heart forever.  Amen.

Presentation of the Child to the Congregation
Prayer
God of our fathers and mothers -- and our God

You have sealed this child by the Holy Spirit in baptism, marked her/him as your own forever, and received her/him into the Holy Catholic Church.  Take her/him now into your care and protection, bring her/him safely through the perils of childhood, deliver her/him from the temptations of youth, and lead her/him to make a good confession of you and live that confession to the end.  We ask now that you strengthen her/his parents, family, and all who teach and minister to her/him to be faithful and enable them together to bring her/him up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  Amen.

Welcome
           is now received into the holy catholic church.  Through baptism, God has made her/him a member of the household of God, to share with us the priesthood of Christ.  I charge you, the people of this congregation, to nurture and love her/him, to share the good news of the gospel with her/him, and to help her/him know and follow Jesus Christ. 


