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Introduction 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.” (Rom. 1:7b) 

 

The documents before  you  represent  the written  response  to  some of  the  frequently  asked 

questions voiced to the leadership of Presbytery of Donegal and member churches.  They are a 

collection of materials prepared by members of the PC(USA) and do not originate from sources 

writing about the PC(USA). Each item included will properly notate author, work, and publisher.  

These materials will be reflective of the breadth of the PC(USA) and include the voices of Rev. 

Dr.  Gradye  Parsons,  Stated  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly,  PC(USA);  Cynthia  Bolbach, 

Moderator of the 219th GA; and leadership from our PC(USA) seminaries.  

In addition to these resourced materials we are offering  letters of faith and purpose from the 

leadership of Donegal Presbytery as well as a statement of accuracy  from the Stated Clerk of 

the Presbytery.       

We have attempted to collect materials that will be helpful to many learning styles and walks of 

life.   There are website addresses for those who choose to gather their data from the ease of 

their personal computers and  laptops and  there  is material  included  for  those who prefer  to 

read from printed documents.  This collection is suitable for discussion among church sessions 

as well as general membership.   

 

“Peace be to the whole community, and  love with faith from 

God  the  Father and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. Grace be with all 

who have undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Eph. 6:23) 
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Why I Stay in PCUSA 

By Kristen York Gerling 

A member of one of our presbytery discernment teams shared this with me yesterday evening. She said 

she is “sorry that the things that divide us have become stronger than the things that unite us.” I replied, 

“I am too. But divided we are.” 

Now let me tell you why I stay in the PCUSA and continue in its leadership. It is not because I am a 

birthright Presbyterian who remembers her baptism as a small child but I am. It is not because I can‘t 

figure a better place to go. I stay because this is where God calls me. So let me list a few reason for 

knowing. 

 I stay because I know the PCUSA places Jesus Christ first and derives authority from scripture 

and confessions. I stay because God is worshiped and honored in the PCUSA. 

 I stay because of the diversity of thought, of theology, of people and of style and the respect for 

differences of understanding God’s word to each soul.  

 I stay because the PCUSA has committed Christian leadership at all levels – people both 

volunteers and paid staff that I have known personally and have prayed and worshiped with, 

who are committed to hearing God and doing God’s will.  These same  Christians take the slings 

and arrows shot at them from folks who distrust and condemn them and I stay because I trust 

this leadership. 

 I stay in the PCUSA because this denomination has a commitment to justice, such as support for 

the oppressed wherever they are, and I appreciate that I belong to a denomination that with a 

long history of being on the front line for their faith 

 I stay because the PCUSA has a willingness to face hard issues such as the conflict between Israel 

and Palestine or the many years of anger and killing in Ireland and not only face the issues, but 

also work for peace in so many places around the world. 

 I stay in the PCUSA because it has been, and continues to be on the cutting edge  of issues that 

Jesus calls believers to work on such as hunger, poverty, human trafficking  

 I stay in the PCUSA because Presbyterian Women (PW) is the best denominational women’s 

organization in this country and produces a phenomenal Bible study that helps women and men 

understand God’s plan for humans and themselves. In addition PW has given millions over the 

years to mission and the denomination -- dollars that support both programing and missionaries 

and I am proud of that financial support and I believe God is too. 

 I stay in the PCUSA because it has provided leadership opportunities for women for many years 

– opportunities that have allowed me to live out the call Jesus has put on my life. I have had long 

time support from people who love God – men and women who have shown me Christ and 

through their love of Christ have blessed my life.   

 I stay in the PCUSA for the mission partnerships that are well known around the world and I am 

proud of them and the continued work the denomination continues to do. The Mission 

Yearbook for prayer and study guides my devotion time every day as I have set it as one of my 
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home pages on my computer’s browser. I stay because the mission partners I have met around 

the world appreciate and honor all the work done over the centuries by Presbyterians who do 

the work because God has called them. 

 I stay because the denomination is courageous and has been for many, many years.  Courage   

evidenced for me by the passage of 10A and the adoption of a new form of Government. 

 I stay because I cannot imagine being part of any other denomination.  

 

These are a few of the things that keep me in the PCUSA. They are my reasons just as you have your 

reasons for leaving or staying as the case may be. I won’t argue or debate these reasons because they 

are mine and I own them. I speak for myself. I certainly do not speak for the PCUSA as a whole. I don’t 

presume to know what Jesus would say to you about all these things, but these are the reasons that 

have come for me after prayer and meditation and soul searching.   

So be it. 
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF PRESBYTERIAN POLITY 

CHAPTER ONE 

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH1

F-1.01 GOD’S MISSION 

 

The good news of the Gospel is that the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
creates, redeems, sustains, rules, and transforms all things and all people. This one living 
God, the Scriptures say, liberated the people of Israel from oppression and covenanted to 
be their God. By the power of the Spirit, this one living God is incarnate in Jesus Christ, 
who came to live in the world, die for the world, and be raised again to new life. The 
Gospel of Jesus Christ announces the nearness of God’s kingdom, bringing good news to 
all who are impoverished, sight to all who are blind, freedom to all who are oppressed, 
and proclaiming the Lord’s favor upon all creation. 

The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to the life and work of the 
Church. In Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of cre-
ation and humanity by proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, offering to 
all people the grace of God at font and table, and calling all people to discipleship in Chr-
ist. Human beings have no higher goal in life than to glorify and enjoy God now and for-
ever, living in covenant fellowship with God and participating in God’s mission. 

F-1.02 JESUS CHRIST IS HEAD OF THE CHURCH 

F-1.0201 The Authority of Christ 

Almighty God, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead and set him above all rule and 
authority, has given to him all power in heaven and on earth, not only in this age but also 
in the age to come.a God has put all things under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and has 
made Christ Head of the Church, which is his body.b The Church’s life and mission are a 
joyful participation in Christ’s ongoing life and work. 

F-1.0202 Christ Calls and Equips the Church 

Christ calls the Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mission in the 
world, for its sanctification, and for its service to God. Christ is present with the Church 
in both Spirit and Word. Christ alone rules, calls, teaches, and uses the Church as he 
wills. 

1 Throughout this document and the Form of Government, the capitalized term “Church” refers to the Church 
Universal, the Church as it is called to be in Christ; except as part of a title (i.e. Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
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CHAPTER THREE 
COUNCILS OF THE CHURCH 

G-3.01 GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF COUNCILS 

G-3.0101 Councils as an Expression of Unity of the Church 

The mutual interconnection of the church through its councils is a sign of the unity of 
the church. Congregations of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), while possessing all the 
gifts necessary to be the church, are nonetheless not sufficient in themselves to be the 
church. Rather, they are called to share with others both within and beyond the congrega-
tion the task of bearing witness to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in the world. This call to 
bear witness is the work of all believers. The particular responsibility of the councils of 
the church is to nurture, guide, and govern those who witness as part of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), to the end that such witness strengthens the whole church and gives 
glory to God. 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is governed by councils composed of presbyters 
elected by the people (F-3.0202). These councils are called the session, the presbytery, 
the synod, and the General Assembly. All councils of the church are united by the nature 
of the church and share with one another responsibilities, rights, and powers as provided 
in this Constitution. The councils are distinct, but have such mutual relations that the act 
of one of them is the act of the whole church. The jurisdiction of each council is limited 
by the express provisions of the Constitution, with the acts of each subject to review by 
the next higher council. Powers not mentioned in this Constitution are reserved to the 
presbyteries. 

Councils of the church exist to help congregations and the church as a whole to be 
more faithful participants in the mission of Christ. They do so as they 

Provide that the Word of God may be truly preached and heard, 
responding to the promise of God’s new creation in Christ, and 
inviting all people to participate in that new creation; 

Provide that the Sacraments may be rightly administered and received, 
welcoming those who are being engrafted into Christ, 
bearing witness to Christ’s saving death and resurrection, 
anticipating the heavenly banquet that is to come, and 
committing itself in the present to solidarity with the marginalized and the 

hungry; and 

Nurture a covenant community of disciples of Christ, 
living in the strength of God’s promise, and 
giving itself in service to God’s mission. 
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G-5.0402 Plan of Union 

A union presbytery shall be created by the adoption of a plan of union by two-thirds 
vote of each presbytery or governing body that is party to the union. The synod and/or 
governing body having jurisdiction over each of the uniting bodies shall approve the plan 
of union. 

G-5.05 JOINT CONGREGATIONAL WITNESS 

When its strategy for mission requires it, a presbytery may approve the creation of a 
joint witness between congregations of this denomination and congregations of other 
Christian churches that recognize Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, accept the authority of 
Scripture, and observe the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supperb. 

a. Such joint witnesses shall be subject to the constitution of each denomina-
tion involved. Wherever the constitutions of the denominations differ, the mandatory 
provisions of one shall apply in all cases when the others are permissive. Wherever there 
are conflicting mandatory provisions, the congregational council shall petition the next 
higher councils or governing bodies to resolve the conflict. 

b. Such joint witnesses shall be formed according to a plan approved by a two-
thirds majority of the members of each of the congregations at duly called meetings of 
the congregation, and by the presbytery or comparable council or governing body of each 
church. No provision of a plan for joint witness shall be construed as modifying or 
amending the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). 

c. After consultation with the congregation involved in joint witness and the 
next higher council or governing body of the other denomination involved, a presbytery 
may receive a congregation from or transfer a congregation to a denomination with which 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is in full communion or correspondence when it deter-
mines that the strategy for mission of that congregation is better served by such a transfer 
(G-3.0303b). 
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occasion. The teaching elder† presiding shall state briefly the 
nature of the ministry. 

W-4.4002 
Setting of 
the Service 

The service of ordination and installation, or commissioning, 
may take place during the Service for the Lord’s Day as a re-
sponse to the proclamation of the Word. (W-3.3503). Ordination 
and installation, or commissioning, may also take place in a spe-
cial service that focuses upon Jesus Christ and the mission and 
ministry of the church and which includes the proclamation of the 
Word. The service of installation of a pastor or associate pastor 
shall be conducted at a convenient time to enable the substantial 
participation of the presbytery. 

W-4.4003 
Constitutional 
Questions for 
Ordination, 
Installation, and 
Commissioning 

The moderator of the council of those to be ordained, in-
stalled, or commissioned shall ask them to stand before the body 
of membership and to answer the following questions: 

a. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge 
him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him believe 
in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

 b. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
taments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative 
witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word 
to you?a 

 c. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets 
of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our 
church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture 
leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by 
those confessions as you lead the people of God?b 

 d. Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Chr-
ist, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually guided by 
our confessions? 

e. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will 
you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among your col-
leagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of 
God’s Word and Spirit?c 

 f. Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus 
Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the 
world? 

g. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of 
the church? 
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 h. Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with 
energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? 

i. (1) (For ruling elder) Will you be a faithful ruling 
elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nur-
ture, and service? Will you share in government and discipline, 
serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you 
try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

 (2) (For deacon) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching 
charity, urging concern, and directing the people’s help to the 
friendless and those in need, and in your ministry will you try to 
show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

(3) (For teaching elder) Will you be a faithful teaching 
elder, proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacrament, teach-
ing faith and caring for people? Will you be active in government 
and discipline, serving in the councils of the church; and in your 
ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

 (4) (For ruling elder commissioned to particular pas-
toral service) Will you be a faithful ruling elder in this com-
mission, serving the people by proclaiming the good news, teach-
ing faith and caring for the people, and in your ministry will you 
try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

(5) (For certified Christian educator) Will you be a 
faithful certified Christian educator, teaching faith and caring for 
people, and will you in your ministry try to show the love and 
justice of Jesus Christ? 

W-4.4004 
Ordination or 
Installation of 
Ruling Elders or 
Deacons 

At the service of ordination or installation of ruling elders 
and deacons: 

Questions to 
Congregation 

a. The ruling elders- and deacons-elect having answered in 
the affirmative, a ruling elder shall stand with them before the 
congregation and shall ask the congregation to answer the follow-
ing questions: 

 (1) Do we, the members of the church, accept (names) 
____________ as ruling elders or deacons, chosen by God 
through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of 
Jesus Christ?d 

(2) Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, 
to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving 
Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church? 
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The New Form of Government (FOG) 
Dr. William J. Netting – Stated Clerk 

 
When I prepared this paper, our nation was preparing to celebrate the birthday of Abraham Lincoln.  
He was born February 12, 1809.  As we remember him, we remember one of his greatest legacies, the 
Emancipation Proclamation which became law on January 1, 1863. It freed nearly 3.1 million of the 4 
million slaves then living in the USA….freeing nearly a whole race of people and giving them 
opportunities to develop a new way of living.  Our new Form of Government is not unlike that great 
proclamation.  It too seeks to free up the way in which we are the Church.  When I was a boy, my 
favorite toy was (you guessed it) Lincoln Logs.  They gave me the opportunity to create various shapes 
that were very much unlike those other kids had created, especially those seen in the Lincoln Log 
advertisements.  Perhaps it is no coincidence that log rhymes with FOG (which stands for Form of 
Government).  
 
The Form of Government Task Force was charged by the 217th General Assembly in 2006 to draft a 
revised Form of Government.  Those on the Task Force asked themselves two questions:  One, “Who 
does God call the Presbyterian Church (USA) to be?” (the calling of the church)... and the 2nd question, 
“What does God call the Presbyterian Church (USA) to do? (the polity of the church).   
 
Unfortunately, it seems to me that many in our denomination are more concerned today with the 
question in Hamlet’s soliloquy:  “To be or not to be—that is the question:  Whether ‘tis nobler in the 
mind… to suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune or to take arms against a sea of troubles 
and… by opposing… end them”.) Yes the question for some is “To be…or not to be?” Hamlet suggests 
the further possibility of “To die, to sleep, perchance to dream.”  The Task Force obviously wanted the 
church to be and not to sleep or to die… and so it dreamed…and the dream question was “Who does 
God call the Presbyterian Church (USA) to be? (the calling of the church), and the 2nd dream question, 
“What does God call the Presbyterian Church (USA) to do? (the polity of the church). 
 
In answer to the first question, the Task Force’s reply is that God has sent the church into the world to 
bear witness to the activity of God in reconciling and transforming the world…and ultimately in 
fulfilling (in the world), the divine creative intent.  In other words, the core of the church’s identity is 
its “sent-ness,”…its having been called into being as a witness to the work of God.  It is not so much 
that the church has a mission, but that the mission-of-Christ creates its own church.  To put it still 
another way, mission is not something the church does.  Rather… the church is the expression of the 
mission of God.    
 
In answer to the second question, as to what does God call the church to do…its answer is found in the 
architecture of mission…(polity).  Polity defines the shape and form of the church’s witness to the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ. The Task Force reasoned that this missional polity should exhibit five 
characteristics: biblical, historical, contextual, eschatological, and practicable.  
 
The new Book of Order meets all of these criteria especially in the first section called The Foundations 
of Presbyterian Polity.  It includes such statements as “THE CHURCH SEEKS TO PRESENT THE CLAIMS 
OF JESUS CHRIST LEADING PERSONS TO REPENTANCE, ACCEPTANCE OF CHRIST ALONE AS SAVIOR AND 
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LORD, AND NEW LEFE AS HIS DISCIPLES.” (F-1.0302). I would add that I consider these Foundational 
Principles to be an excellent refining of what we have had in the first four chapters of the Book of 
Order for nearly 30 years 
 
Now lets move to the G section of the Book of Order.  It has to do with the Form of Government. As an 
operating principle in drafting the new Form of Government… the Task Force kept in mind that the 
Form of Government is a constitutional document…not a manual of operations. (Our nation’s Federal 
Constitution has been amended 27 times in 225 plus years…whereas our Church’s Constitution has 
been amended nearly 300 times just since 1983,  Why.....well it has been looked at as a manual of 
operation…rather than principles to guide us).  
 
The new FOG expresses the ideas, visions, and principles that form the architecture of mission.  It 
avoids detailed descriptions of procedure that might hinder rather than help the church.  As a result 
there are numerous places in the Form of Government where the councils of the church are required 
to provide their own standing-rules or policies.  Therefore, the Task Force has prepared guides for 
Sessions, Presbyteries, Synods, and the General Assembly that identify policies and procedures this 
new Form of Government requires us to create. (Time to get out your Lincoln Logs.) 
 
In the new FOG  there are six chapters describing the church’s life.  
 
 The first three chapters (entitled “Congregations and Their Membership”, “Ordered Ministry-
Commissioning & Certification”, and “Councils of the Church”) deal with matters internal to the life of 
the church.  Chapter 4 (“The Church and Civil Authority”) and Chapter 5 (“Ecumenicity and Union”) 
deal with the church’s interface with the larger world of civil society and of ecumenical interfaith 
cooperation.  Chapter 6 concludes the constitution with provisions for interpreting and amending both 
“The Book of Confessions” and the “Book of Order”.  
 
Let’s take a closer look at just one of those chapters…the one  entitled “Congregations and Their 
Membership”.  This chapter combines the subject matter and much of the language of the old Book’s 
Chapters 5 & 7, but does so in a way that reminds us that in a missional polity, the basic form of the 
church is not the individual member, but the congregation.  It therefore follows that the first chapter 
of the new Form of Government, should describe the congregation…rather than individual members.  
Also, in a missional polity, believers most effectively bear witness to God’s new creation when they are 
joined together by “proclamation, sacramental practice, and covenanted life.”  Consequently, the 
ministry of individual members can best be understood as part of the ministry of the congregation, 
rather than that of individual members.  
 
This first chapter has 5 parts: a statement on the nature of the congregation (G-1.01); then the role of 
the presbytery in organizing a congregation (G-1.02); third, a statement on the meaning of 
membership (G-1.03); 4th, the categories of membership (G-1.04)…by the way, there is no longer the 
category of inactive member…and fifth and finally a section on congregational meetings (G-1.05). 
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Some notes on Chapter 1 that I would draw your attention to are as follows:   
 
In G-1.01, the opening sentence of the new Form of Government goes to the heart of a missional 
polity.  It reads: 
 
 “The congregation is the church engaged in the mission of God in its particular context.”  It goes on to 
say “Every congregation is the basic form of the church but it is not of itself a sufficient form of the 
church.”  
 
 In other words, it affirms that the church is not in isolation from other gatherings of believers called to 
the same purpose and work.  
 
It says “that congregations are bound together in communion with one another, united in relationships 
of accountability and responsibility, contributing their strengths to the benefit of the whole, and are 
called, collectively, the church.”  
 
It echoes, for those who may be considering leaving the denomination…..the words found in the 
Foundations (F-1.0301a) concerning the unity of the church:  
 
“Unity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ.  Just as God is one God and Jesus Christ is our one 
Savior, so the Church is one because it belongs to its one Lord, Jesus Christ.  The Church seeks to include 
all people and is never content to enjoy the benefits of Christian community for itself alone.  There is 
one Church, for there is one Spirit, one hope, ‘one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all, who is above all and through all and in all’ (Eph. 4:5-6).  Because in Christ the Church is one, it 
strives to be one.  To be one with Christ is to be joined with all those whom Christ calls into relationship 
with him.  To be thus joined with one another is to become priests for one another, praying for the 
world and for one another and sharing the various gifts God has given to each Christian for the benefit 
of the whole community. Division into different denominations obscures but does not destroy unity in 
Christ.” 
 
 (It goes without saying that gives many of us great pain when our unity is broken.) 
 
The second paragraph in Chapter 1 of the Form of Government then describes the work of the 
particular congregation in terms of the three Reformation Notes and the six Great Ends of the Church.  
The 3 Notes are:  Proclamation of the Word, Administering the Sacraments, and Nurturing 
Ecclesiastical Discipline (which is how we live in covenant life with God and each other).  
 
 And what are the Great Ends of the Church?  They are: 
Proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the shelter, nurture and spiritual fellowship 
of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion 
of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.  
This is our work as a congregation. 
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Our theology of membership is also found in this first chapter.  It begins with the affirmation that 
membership is the result of God’s call given to the believer in baptism and answered throughout the 
life-of-faith.  It then explores some of the meanings of Baptism for the baptized…and for the Church as 
a whole.  But the implication of this statement is that the church is not a voluntary society, but a 
community chosen by God.  
 
The next section (G-1.04) eliminates the category of inactive membership.  The task force took this 
step primarily because the notion of inactivity seems contrary to God’s call to participation in the 
church.  Those who are members of the church are those who are committed to its support and to the 
disciplines of (worship – study – service and prayer).  Persons who are not in any way committed to 
these disciplines are not meaningfully members of the congregation.  As a way of strengthening this 
understanding of membership, the task force added a sentence to the language of the old book.  It 
now reads “Active members shall regularly, after prayerful consideration, recommit themselves to 
the disciplines and responsibilities of membership as outlined in G-1.0304 (which reads as follows): 
 
   “Membership in the Church of Jesus Christ is a joy and a privilege.  It is also a commitment to 
participate in Christ’s mission.  A faithful member bears witness to God’s love and grace and promises 
to be involved responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s Church.  Such involvement includes: 
    proclaiming the good news in word and deed, 
    taking part in the common life and worship of a   congregation, 
    lifting one another up in prayer, mutual concern, and active support, 
    studying Scripture and the issues of Christian faith and life, 
    supporting the ministry of the church through the giving of money, time and talents 
    demonstrating a new quality of life within and through the church, 
    responding to God’s activity in the world through service to others, 
    living responsibly in the personal, family, vocational, political, cultural and social   
        relationships of life, 
    working in the world for peace, justice, freedom, and human fulfillment 
    participating in the governing responsibilities of the church, and 
    reviewing and evaluating regularly the integrity of one’s membership,  
    and considering ways in which one’s participation in the worship 
    and service of the church may be increased and made more meaningful. 
 
Wouldn’t it be great if each of us would renew our vows and covenant of membership by reading those 
words aloud at least once a year during a worship service? That’s what the new sentence in the new 
FOG description of an “Active Member” calls us to do. 
 
I have pointed out only a few aspects of our new Book of Order.  I hope that they will be helpful as you 
consider what it means the be a part of the denomination that nurtured me and now guides me in my 
life and work. 
 
Grace be unto you…and may the peace of our one and only Savior, Jesus Christ be with you now and 
always. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
ORDERED MINISTRY, COMMISSIONING, AND CERTIFICATION 

G-2.01 ORDERED MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH 

G-2.0101 Christ’s Ministry 

The Church’s ministry is a gift from Jesus Christ to the whole Church. Christ alone 
rules, calls, teaches, and uses the Church as he wills, exercising his authority by the min-
istry of women and men for the establishment and extension of God’s new creation. Chr-
ist’s ministry is the foundation and standard for all ministry, the pattern of the one who 
came “not to be served but to serve” (Matt. 20:28). The basic form of ministry is the min-
istry of the whole people of God, from whose midst some are called to ordered ministries, 
to fulfill particular functions. Members and those in ordered ministries serve together 
under the mandate of Christ. 

G-2.0102 Ordered Ministries 

The Church’s ordered ministries described in the New Testament and maintained by 
this church are deaconsa and presbyters (teaching eldersb and ruling eldersc). Ordered 
ministries are gifts to the church to order its life so that the ministry of the whole people 
of God may flourish. The existence of these ordered ministries in no way diminishes the 
importance of the commitment of all members to the total ministry of the church. 

The government of this church is representatived, and the right of God’s people to 
elect presbyters and deacons is inalienable. Therefore, no person can be placed in any 
ordered ministry in a congregation or council of the church except by election of that 
body. 

Ordination to the ministry of teaching elder, ruling elder, or deacon is unique to that 
order of ministry. 

G-2.0103 Call to Ordered Ministry 

The call to ordered ministry in the Church is the act of the triune God. This call is 
evidenced by the movement of the Holy Spirit in the individual conscience, the approval 
of a community of God’s people, and the concurring judgment of a council of the 
Church. 

G-2.0104 Gifts and Qualifications 

a. To those called to exercise special functions in the church—deacons, ruling 
elders, and teaching elders—God gives suitable gifts for their various duties. In addition 
to possessing the necessary gifts and abilities, those who undertake particular ministries 
should be persons of strong faith, dedicated discipleship, and love of Jesus Christ as Sa-
vior and Lord. Their manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel in 
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the church and in the world. They must have the approval of God’s people and the con-
curring judgment of a council of the church. 

b. Standards for ordained service reflect the church’s desire to submit 
joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life (F-1.02). The council 
responsible for ordination and/or installation (G.2.0402; G-2.0607; G-3.0306) shall 
examine each candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability for the respon-
sibilities of ordered ministry. The examination shall include, but not be limited to, a 
determination of the candidate’s ability and commitment to fulfill all requirements 
as expressed in the constitutional questions for ordination and installation (W-
4.4003). Councils shall be guided by Scripture and the confessions in applying stan-
dards to individual candidates. 

G-2.0105 Freedom of Conscience 

It is necessary to the integrity and health of the church that the persons who serve it 
in ordered ministries shall adhere to the essentials of the Reformed faith and polity as 
expressed in this Constitution. So far as may be possible without serious departure from 
these standards, without infringing on the rights and views of others, and without ob-
structing the constitutional governance of the church, freedom of conscience with respect 
to the interpretation of Scripture is to be maintained. It is to be recognized, however, that 
in entering the ordered ministries of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), one chooses to 
exercise freedom of conscience within certain bounds. His or her conscience is captive to 
the Word of God as interpreted in the standards of the church so long as he or she contin-
ues to seek, or serve in, ordered ministry. The decision as to whether a person has de-
parted from essentials of Reformed faith and polity is made initially by the individual 
concerned but ultimately becomes the responsibility of the council in which he or she is a 
member.1

G-2.02 DEACONS: THE MINISTRY OF COMPASSION AND SERVICE 

 

G-2.0201 Deacon Defined 

The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripturee is one of compassion, witness, and 
service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, 
the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or 
anyone in distressf. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, brother-
ly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment should be chosen for this 
ministry. 

1 Very early in the history of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, even before the General 
Assembly was established, the plan of reunion of the Synod of New York and Philadelphia contained the fol-
lowing sentences: ‘That when any matter is determined by a majority vote, every member shall either actively 
concur with or passively submit to such determination; or if his conscience permit him to do neither, he shall, 
after sufficient liberty modestly to reason and remonstrate, peaceable withdraw from our communion without 
attempting to make any schism. Provided always that this shall be understood to extend only to such determina-
tion as the body shall judge indispensable in doctrine or Presbyterian government.’ (Hist. Dig. (P) p. 1310.) 
(Plan of Union of 1758, par. II.) 
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occasion. The teaching elder† presiding shall state briefly the 
nature of the ministry. 

W-4.4002 
Setting of 
the Service 

The service of ordination and installation, or commissioning, 
may take place during the Service for the Lord’s Day as a re-
sponse to the proclamation of the Word. (W-3.3503). Ordination 
and installation, or commissioning, may also take place in a spe-
cial service that focuses upon Jesus Christ and the mission and 
ministry of the church and which includes the proclamation of the 
Word. The service of installation of a pastor or associate pastor 
shall be conducted at a convenient time to enable the substantial 
participation of the presbytery. 

W-4.4003 
Constitutional 
Questions for 
Ordination, 
Installation, and 
Commissioning 

The moderator of the council of those to be ordained, in-
stalled, or commissioned shall ask them to stand before the body 
of membership and to answer the following questions: 

a. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge 
him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him believe 
in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

 b. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
taments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative 
witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word 
to you?a 

 c. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets 
of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our 
church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture 
leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by 
those confessions as you lead the people of God?b 

 d. Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Chr-
ist, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually guided by 
our confessions? 

e. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will 
you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among your col-
leagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of 
God’s Word and Spirit?c 

 f. Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus 
Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the 
world? 

g. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of 
the church? 
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 h. Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with 
energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? 

i. (1) (For ruling elder) Will you be a faithful ruling 
elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nur-
ture, and service? Will you share in government and discipline, 
serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you 
try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

 (2) (For deacon) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching 
charity, urging concern, and directing the people’s help to the 
friendless and those in need, and in your ministry will you try to 
show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

(3) (For teaching elder) Will you be a faithful teaching 
elder, proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacrament, teach-
ing faith and caring for people? Will you be active in government 
and discipline, serving in the councils of the church; and in your 
ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

 (4) (For ruling elder commissioned to particular pas-
toral service) Will you be a faithful ruling elder in this com-
mission, serving the people by proclaiming the good news, teach-
ing faith and caring for the people, and in your ministry will you 
try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

(5) (For certified Christian educator) Will you be a 
faithful certified Christian educator, teaching faith and caring for 
people, and will you in your ministry try to show the love and 
justice of Jesus Christ? 

W-4.4004 
Ordination or 
Installation of 
Ruling Elders or 
Deacons 

At the service of ordination or installation of ruling elders 
and deacons: 

Questions to 
Congregation 

a. The ruling elders- and deacons-elect having answered in 
the affirmative, a ruling elder shall stand with them before the 
congregation and shall ask the congregation to answer the follow-
ing questions: 

 (1) Do we, the members of the church, accept (names) 
____________ as ruling elders or deacons, chosen by God 
through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of 
Jesus Christ?d 

(2) Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, 
to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving 
Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church? 
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“Sanctify Them in the Truth” 
Office of Theology and Worship, General Assembly Mission Council 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), August 2011 
 

The passage of amendment 10-A to amend G-6.0106b of the Form of Government has 
changed the ordination standards of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The change removes the 
language of  

 
Among these standards is the requirement to live either in fidelity within the covenant 
of marriage between a man and a woman (W-4.9001), or chastity in singleness. 
Persons refusing to repent of any self-acknowledged practice which the confessions 
call sin shall not be ordained and/or installed as deacons, elders, or ministers of the 
Word and Sacrament. (G-6.0106b) 

 
and replaces it with  
 

Standards for ordained service reflect the church’s desire to submit joyfully to the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life (F-1.2). The council responsible for 
ordination and/or installation (G-14.0240; G-14.0450) shall examine each candidate’s 
calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability for the responsibilities of office. The 
examination shall include, but not be limited to, a determination of the candidate’s 
ability and commitment to fulfill all requirements as expressed in the constitutional 
questions for ordination and installation (F-4.4003). Councils shall be guided by 
Scripture and the confessions in applying standards to individual candidates. (G-
2.010b) 

 
 There are many and widespread reactions to this change. Some are rejoicing; others lament. 
As we work through the many emotional, political, and relational issues raised, we would be well 
served to consider the theological and ecclesial issues by the passage of this new statement on the 
gifts and requirements for ordained service. 
 

* * * * * * 
 

In John 17 Jesus prayed for his disciples that God would ―sanctify them in the truth.‖ Just as 
Jesus was set apart by God for the sake of the world, so Jesus’ followers were to be set apart, made 
holy, by the truth of the revelation of Jesus Christ. As Christ was set apart for God’s mission in the 
world, so we are set apart to work for the fulfillment of Christ’s mission in the world. This is the 
vocation of all Christians and the vocation of the church.  

 
 That all Christians are to be set apart in the truth is an important foundation for questions 
around ordination standards and sets the context for considering what it means for us ―to submit 
joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life,‖ particularly in the context of ordination 
to ministry. 
  
 In services of ordination, the congregation stands and candidates for ordination and/or 
installation gather around the baptismal font, and the minister says:  

 
Ordination calls the whole church to renewed commitment, 

10/24/2012 Page 22



and reminds us all to bear gladly the yoke of Christ 
given in the covenant of Baptism. 
Let us, therefore, reaffirm our baptismal vows, 
renouncing all that opposes God and God’s rule 
and affirming the faith of the holy catholic church.1 

 
These words provide signposts that can guide us in understanding ordination. 
 
God’s act in the church. The setting for the liturgy of ordination—at the baptismal font—clearly 
demonstrates that ordination represents the action of the triune God through the church of Jesus 
Christ. We are baptized in the name of the triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God claims us as 
beloved children and calls us to live faithfully as Christ’s disciples. For some, this discipleship will 
take the form of ordered ministry in the church. As the PC(USA) Form of Government states, ―The 
call to ordered ministry in the Church is the act of the triune God. This call is evidenced by the 
movement of the Holy Spirit in the individual conscience, the approval of a community of God’s 
people, and the concurring judgment of a council of the Church‖ (G-2.0103).   
 
A common calling. Ordination is also a call to the whole church. While particular candidates gather 
at the font, the entire congregation stands to reaffirm the covenant of Baptism. As at Mount Sinai the 
people of Israel were called to be ―a priestly kingdom and a holy nation‖ (Exodus 19:6), all baptized 
Christians are called to be ―a royal priesthood, a holy nation‖ (1 Peter 2:9). This is the source of the 
Reformed understanding of the ―priesthood of all believers.‖ Although there are varieties of gifts, 
services, and activities (1 Corinthians 12:4–6) given by the Spirit, all of the members of Christ’s 
body are called to take part in Christ’s mission and ministry.  
 
 Therefore, when we affirm God’s call to particular forms of ministry for particular persons, 
we also reaffirm our common calling, expressed in the baptismal vows that follow: 

 
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God,  
do you turn from the ways of sin 
and renounce evil and its power in the world? 
 
Do you turn to Jesus Christ 
and accept him as your Lord and Savior, 
trusting in his grace and love? 
 
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, 
obeying his Word and showing his love?2  

 
Although the call to ordained ministry focuses serious attention and reflection on those who have 
been chosen to lead the church as elders, deacons, or pastors, it by no means excuses the whole 
people of God from the call to a new way of life, ―holy and acceptable to God‖ (Romans 12:1), 
redeemed by Christ and sustained by the Holy Spirit. That is why all who are present—not just the 

                                                 
1 Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Book of Occasional Services (Geneva Press, 1999), pp. 20 and 54. This statement is 
found in the liturgy for ordaining and installing deacons and elders as well as the service for ordaining and installing 
ministers of Word and Sacrament.  
2 Ibid. 
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candidates for ordination and/or installation—reaffirm these vows. Again, as the Book of Order 
asserts: 
 

The basic form of ministry is the ministry of the whole people of God, from whose midst 
some are called to ordered ministries, to fulfill particular functions. Members and those in 
ordered ministries serve together under the mandate of Christ. (G-2.0101) 

 
The yoke of Christ. A metaphor for this mandate of Christ is the symbol of the yoke. A yoke is a 
wooden beam laid across the necks of a pair of oxen, so that they may work together in bearing a 
load or pulling a plow. As such, it is a sign of hard work and humble service.  
 
 Jesus says, ―Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you [italics added], and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light‖ (Matthew 
11:28–30). Jesus invites those who would follow him to ―lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely‖ (Hebrews 12:1). He then drafts us into the service of the gospel, promising that we 
labor not by our own power, but that his Spirit will sustain and support us in ministry. With this 
confidence, we may indeed ―submit joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.‖  
 
 But Jesus also says, ―If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me‖ (Matthew 16:24). This statement points to the very real cost of 
Christian discipleship and of the call to ministry in Christ’s name. Taking up the yoke of Christ 
means taking up the cross of Christ—dying to self and living for Christ, in the service of his gospel. 
Still, we take up this calling not by our own strength, but by the grace of God alone. As Paul wrote, 
―It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me‖ (Galatians 2:20) and ―I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me‖ (Philippians 4:13).  
 
Ordination as gift. Note that the ―yoke of Christ‖ is given in the covenant of Baptism—poured out 
in the church for the sake of the world by the power of the Holy Spirit. Ordination is a gift from God. 
Elsewhere, the ordination liturgy says, ―Ordination is Christ’s gift to the church, assuring that his 
ministry continues among us.‖3 As the Book of Order confirms, ―The Church’s ministry is a gift from 
Jesus Christ to the whole Church‖ (G-2.0101).  

 
Ordination to ministry (as a deacon, elder, or pastor) is not a right to which each person is 

entitled—except insofar as all the baptized are called to ministry in Christ’s name. Candidates for 
ordination are called through the voice of the church, as the people of God discover a particular 
person’s spiritual gifts and seek to discern how God might be calling that person to Christian service. 
In seeking the will of God and the mind of Christ, councils of the church must sometimes conclude 
that a person is not well suited to the requirements and responsibilities of ordained service.  

 
Neither is ordination to ministry a reward for righteous living. Ordination is not something 

we merit by an exemplary character or earn by good works. We are all sinners, utterly dependent on 
God’s mercy, worked in our lives through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. Those who are called to 
ordained ministry should seek to demonstrate a life that is marked by ongoing repentance, 
conversion, and reliance on the grace of God.  
 

                                                 
3 Ibid., p. 19. 

10/24/2012 Page 24



Renunciation of evil. The liturgy of ordination and/or installation includes the call to renounce ―all 
that opposes God and God’s rule.‖ Saying ―yes‖ to God and ―yes‖ to Christ’s call to serve also means 
saying “no” to anything that is contrary to God’s will and Christ’s way. (See Matthew 5:37 and 
James 5:12.) As the church prepares to ordain or install candidates for ministry, we renew our 
commitment to ―turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world.‖4  
  

Those who take up the charge ―to submit joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all 
aspects of life‖ are called to a new allegiance, a new way of life. In Christ, we are ―no longer 
strangers and aliens, but . . . citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone‖ 

(Ephesians 2:19–20). This new allegiance to God’s rule inevitably brings us into conflict with the 
powers and principalities of the world. Thus Paul wrote, ―Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect‖ (Romans 12:2). 

 
At times our allegiance to the Lordship of Jesus Christ may even lead us to oppose or resist 

evil, injustice, and oppression within the structures of the institutional church. Our common calling is 
to help the church be faithful to the kingdom that Christ brings. As the Westminster Confession 
states, ―All synods or councils since the apostles’ times, whether general or particular, may err, and 
many have erred; therefore they are not to be made the rule of faith or practice, but to be used as a 
help in both‖ (6.175; see also F-3.0102). Above all, those who are called to bear the yoke of Christ 
must remember that ―God alone is Lord of the conscience‖ (F-3.0101) and Christ alone is head of the 
church (F-1.02).  
 
Affirmation of faith. Having turned from evil, we turn to Christ, ―affirming the faith of the holy 
catholic church.‖5 In the liturgy for Baptism—and in associated rites such as ordination and 
installation—the ―faith of the holy catholic church‖ is represented by the use of the Apostles’ Creed, 
an ancient baptismal statement of faith.  

 
In its creeds, confessions, and catechisms, ―the church declares to its members and to the 

world who and what it is, what it believes, [and] what it resolves to do‖ (F-2.01). The church’s 
confessional statements are to serve to forge our convictions, shape our actions, and guide us in the 
understanding of Scripture. They are standards of faith and life, ―subordinate to the Scriptures, [but] 
nonetheless, standards‖ (F-2.02).  

 
In the context of the liturgy for ordination and/or installation, the reaffirmation of the ―faith 

of the holy catholic church‖ underscores the fact that those who are called to ministry are ―subject to 
the authority of Jesus Christ, the Word of God, as the Scriptures bear witness to him‖ (F-2.02). 
Accordingly, as councils of the church seek to discern and assess the gifts of particular persons for 
ministry, they ―shall be guided by Scripture and the confessions in applying standards to individual 
candidates‖ (G-2.010b). 

 
Let us all strive to recover the original purpose of the church’s councils as settings of mutual 

responsibility and accountability in which faithful discourse deepens the church’s beliefs and focuses 
the church’s mission. 

 
                                                 
4 Ibid., pp. 20 and 54. 
5 Ibid. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
Amendment 10‐A and ordination standards 

Office of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 
What has happened? 
In July 2010, the 219th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) approved a proposed 
amendment (10‐A) to the Book of Order, part of the PC(USA) Constitution, regarding ordination standards. 
As with all constitutional changes, Amendment 10‐A required ratification by a majority (87) of the 
PC(USA)’s 173 presbyteries (regional bodies) for it to become part of the Book of Order. While the Office of 
the General Assembly awaits official tallies, it appears that the minimum number of 87 presbyteries will be 
reached the week of May 9. 
 
What will change? 
The following provision that is currently in the Book of Order (G‐6.0106b) will be changed: 
Those who are called to office in the church are to lead a life in obedience to Scripture and in conformity to 
the historic confessional standards of the church. Among these standards is the requirement to live either 
in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman (W‐4.9001), or chastity in 
singleness. Persons refusing to repent of any self‐acknowledged practice which the confessions call sin 
shall not be ordained and/or installed as deacons, elders, or ministers of the Word and Sacrament. 

The new language (Amendment 10‐A) will read:  
Standards for ordained service reflect the church’s desire to submit joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
in all aspects of life (G‐1.0000). The governing body responsible for ordination and/or installation 
(G.14.0240; G‐ 14.0450) shall examine each candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability for the 
responsibilities of office. The examination shall include, but not be limited to, a determination of the 
candidate’s ability and commitment to fulfill all requirements as expressed in the constitutional questions 
for ordination and installation (W‐4.4003). Governing bodies shall be guided by Scripture and the 
confessions in applying standards to individual candidates. 

 
What does this mean? 

 Ordaining bodies continue to retain the right and responsibility to determine their own 
memberships. A congregation continues to elect their deacons and elders and the session examines 
them for suitability of office. Likewise, presbyteries examine individuals for suitability to be 
ordained as ministers of the Word and Sacrament. 

 A person in a same‐gender relationship can be considered for ordination as deacon, elder, or 
Minister of the Word and Sacrament. 

 All other churchwide standards for ordination remain unchanged. (There was never a prohibition 
against a person being ordained based on sexual orientation, as long as that person was celibate.) 

 
What’s next? 
Amendment 10‐A will take effect on July 10, 2011 (one year after the adjournment of the last assembly). 
Already, the change has energized many conversations at all levels across the PC(USA) about how we can 
best enable the gifts of those called to service in Christ’s church and have mutual respect for each other’s 
integrity. In addition, sessions and presbyteries will review their processes for examination.  
 
For more detailed information and additional resources: http://oga.pcusa.org 
Includes links to:  Pastoral letter to congregations of the PC(USA) – also in Spanish and Korean 

Liturgical resources – also in Spanish and Korean 
Advisory Opinion #24 – also in Spanish and Korean 
Various video podcasts – including one in Spanish and one in Korean      
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The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.): 
Building Unity and Community

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

• Reformed theology

• Polity

• Mission & support

A church for us all
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Theology of Unity & Oneness

Conflict/division disrupt Christ’s desire for our oneness. 
--1 Cor. 12:12-27; John 17:20-21
--Gal. 3:28; Eph. 4:3

Our church is called to be a community of love:
--forgiveness
--reconciliation
--dividing walls of hostility are torn down

There’s room for all of us in the PC(USA):
--encouraging unity in diversity

Theology of Unity & Oneness: Polity 

Marks of the Church (F‐1.0302)

“There is one Church … one Spirit, one hope, one Lord….”

(Eph. 4:5‐6)

The Unity of the Church (F‐1.0302a)

Joined with all whom Christ calls into relationship

Praying & being priests for one another

Sharing our gifts, seeking to include all in Christian community

PC(USA) is committed to reducing the obscurity of our unity 
caused by division 

10/24/2012 Page 34



The Lordship of Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ in the confessions & Reformed tradition:

•Fully human, fully God (Brief Statement of Faith)

•Lord & Savior (Brief Statement of Faith)

•Son of God (Apostles’ Creed), Word of God (Barmen Declaration) 

•Mediator (Scots Confession), Reconciler (Confession of 1967)

•Prophet, Priest & King (Calvin, Heidelberg, Shorter & Larger Catechism)

“Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him 
Lord of all and head of the Church, and through him believe 
in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit?” (W‐4.4003b)

Jesus Christ is Head of the Church (F‐1.02)

Jesus Christ:

•set above all rule & authority

•calls & equips the church

•gives the church its faith & life, unity & mission, 
order & discipline

Scriptures teaches us Christ’s will. 

In Christ’s name, the church is sent to bear 
witness to the good news of reconciliation.
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Authority of Scripture & PC(USA)

The Bible:
•God’s Word to us

•Unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ
•Inspired by the Holy Spirit  

“Scripture teaches us Christ’s will for the Church, which is to be obeyed. In 
the worship and service of God and the government of the church, 
matters are to be ordered according to the Word by reason and sound 
judgment, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit” (F‐1.0203).

“Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by 
the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the 
Church universal, and God’s Word to you?” (W‐4.4003b) 

Interpretation of Scripture & PC(USA)

Literary and historical understanding…

“As God has spoken the divine word in 
diverse cultural situations, the church is 
confident that God will continue to speak 

through the Scriptures in a changing world 
in every form of human culture.” (C’67, 9.29)
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Scripture and PC(USA)

• Scripture is central and the authoritative & unique 
witness to Jesus Christ.

• Interpretations may vary greatly.

• There is room for differing views, dialogue, 
discussion, and discernment.

The Confessions & PC(USA)

The confessions

• The church declares who & what it is,
what it believes, what it resolves to do

• Identify the church as a community known by its 
convictions as well as actions

• Guide church in study & interpretation of Scripture, 
summarize Reformed Christian tradition, direct 
church in maintaining sound doctrine, equip church 
in work of proclamation 

(F‐2.01)

10/24/2012 Page 37



The Confessions & PC(USA) 

The confessions as they relate to ordination, 
installation and commissioning:

“Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential 
tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the 
confessions of our church as authentic and reliable 
expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and 
do, and will you be instructed and led by those 
confessions as you lead the people of God?” (W‐
4.4003c)

The Form of Government

With greater freedom and flexibility, the new Form of 
Government encourages congregations and councils 
to focus on God’s mission and how they can faithfully 
participate in this mission. In offering a structure that 
is more horizontal than hierarchical, the Form of 
Government encourages the church to be open to 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit as it seeks to be 
Christ’s body and live out its calling as a community 
of faith, hope, love, and witness.
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FOG: A Change in Mindset 

• Can we learn to approach our polity not as a set of 
rules but as a description of our common life?

• Can we change the pattern of creating a rule to 
address every uncertainty, and learn to apply the 
broad principles of our polity with creativity and 
flexibility?

• Can we be a people of the middle way, finding the 
balance between freedom and flexibility and 
accountability and responsibility so as to live together 
in healthy community?   

FOG: Some Foundational Principles

•God’s mission

•Jesus Christ is Head of the Church

•Living into our calling as a community of faith, 
hope, love and witness

•Open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit

•The confessions

•Historic Principles of Order & Government 
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Ordination Standards

Main Polity Provisions:

• G‐2.0102 Ordered ministries

• G‐2.0103 Call to ordered ministry

• G‐2.0104 Gifts & qualifications

• W‐4.4003 Constitutional questions

• F‐1.04 Guidance of the Holy Spirit

“The call to ordered ministry in the 
Church is the act of the triune God. This 
call is evidenced by the movement of the 
Holy Spirit in the individual conscience, 
the approval of a community of God’s 
people, and the concurring judgment of a 
council of the Church.”

G‐2.0103

The Call to Ordered Ministry
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1 Samuel 3:1‐10

Describe your sense of call?

A Story on Call 

“The government of this church is 
representative, and the right of God’s 

people to elect presbyters and deacons is 
inalienable. Therefore, no person can be 

placed in any ordered ministry in a 
congregation or council of the church 

except by election of that body.”

G‐2.0102

Ordered Ministries
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To those called to exercise special functions in the 
church—deacons, ruling elders, and teaching elders—
God gives suitable gifts for their various duties. In 
addition to possessing the necessary gifts and abilities, 
those who undertake particular ministries should be 
persons of strong faith, dedicated discipleship, and 
love of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Their manner 
of life should be a demonstration of the Christian 
gospel in the church and in the world. They must have 
the approval of God’s people and the concurring 
judgment of a council of the church. 

G‐2.0104a

Gifts and Qualifications

Gifts and Qualifications

Standards for ordained service reflect the church’s 
desire to submit joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ in all aspects of life. The council responsible for 
ordination and/or installation shall examine each 
candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability 
for the responsibilities of ordered ministry. The 
examination shall include, but not be limited to, a 
determination of the candidate’s ability and 
commitment to fulfill all requirements as expressed in 
the constitutional questions for ordination and 
installation. Councils shall be guided by Scripture and 
the confessions in applying standards to individual 
candidates. 

G‐2.0104b
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Constitutional Questions—W‐4.4003

In accordance with Reformed theological 
standards, those ordained to ordered ministries 
must:
• trust and acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior;

• accept the Scriptures to be the unique and 
authoritative witness to Jesus Christ; 

• adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed 
faith as expressed in the confessions of the 
church as reliable expositions of what 
Scripture leads us to believe and do.

Love Amidst Disagreement: Room for All

“The polity of the Presbyterian Church 
presupposes the fellowship of women, 
men and children united in covenant 
relationship with one another and with 
God through Jesus Christ. The 
organization rests on the fellowship and 
is not designed to work without trust 
and love.” (G‐1.0102)
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PC(USA) Mission, Worship & Youth Support

• Special programs 
• Mission‐related 
resources

• Worship resources
• Statistical support
• Curriculum 
development

• Devotional materials 
• Camps & conferences
• Licensing hymns

Resources and Publications 

•Sunday school and Vacation Bible School curricula
•PC(USA) shirts, posters, videos and other items 

•Bible studies
•Pastoral care
•Bulletin inserts
•Preaching
•Study papers
•Brochures 

– Children in the Sanctuary Study Guide

– God’s Family at the Table, A Guide for Parents
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PC(USA) Seminaries

Austin Presbyterian Theo. Sem. – Austin, TX
Columbia Theo. Sem. – Decatur, GA
Johnson C. Smith Theo. Sem. – Atlanta, GA
Louisville Presbyterian Theo. Sem. – Louisville, KY
McCormick Theo. Sem. – Chicago, IL
Pittsburgh Theo. Sem. – Pittsburgh, PA
Princeton Theo. Sem. – Princeton, NJ
San Francisco Theo. Sem. – San Anselmo, CA
Union Pres. Sem. – Richmond, VA
University of Dubuque Theo. Sem. – Dubuque, IA

Rural ministry

Young Women’s 
Leader development

Evangelism along the 
border

Mission in Latin 
America and Africa

Mission & Ministries Worldwide 

1,001 new worshiping 
communities & NCDs

Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance

Presbyterian mission 
partnerships & mission 
co‐workers

Young Adult Volunteers
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Why I am Presbyterian: Some Voices

Scripture is central, interpretation varies greatly 

Grace, not works, is emphasized

Democratic & representative governance 

Dissent & debate allowed

Theology is applied to the public arena 

The life of the mind is important to faith 

Unity in diversity

Many worship styles

Progressive and conservative seminaries

Worldwide mission and established relationships

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.): 
Building Unity and Community
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